
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

inharness Magazine 

Recently, inharness magazine 

contacted us to write a feature 

about the South Downs Harness 

Club and White Horse Harness 

Club merger which took place last 

year. Our committee members 

Julia Crockford and Sally Kerr took 

some time out to speak to their 

journalist and we’re pleased to say 

that we will be featuring in the 

April / May issue 62 of inharness 

Magazine. 
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SCDC Statistics 

2019 so far… 

No. of Members: 

78 

No. of events held: 

9 

No. of entries: 

101 

No. of website views: 

2,038 

No. of Committee 

members: 

12 

Money raised: 

£108.50 

Chairman’s Welcome Jane Kempton 

It’s a privilege to be writing the introduction to the first 

newsletter of our new club. A lot of hard of work has gone 

into creating a new club from two existing ones and the 

enthusiasm of the committee is immense – with great ideas 

springing up all over the place. If anyone would like to join 

the committee, get in touch, most of the communication is 

done via email and meetings in person are likely to happen 

a couple of times a year. 

We’ve had successful indoor, small pony, training and social 

events so far in 2019 and the diary is getting full for the rest 

of the year – yet it may be possible to squeeze in some 

extra events along the way if anyone wants to run a local 

drive or cones event near them and can take on the 

organising. On the subject of events - they don’t happen 

without volunteers. So talk to your friends… cont. page 2 

Newsletter Issue 1 - April 2019 

It goes on sale in early April and single issues can 

be purchased in retail outlets or online here 

www.inharness.co.uk/single-copies 

http://www.inharness.co.uk/single-copies
http://www.inharness.co.uk/single-copies
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Long-reining UK Sandra Priestley 

A comment from a British Dressage judge who 

recently attended one of our Demo days here 

in Norfolk took me by surprise “Long-reining 

– it’s carriage driving without the 

carriage!”, but when you think about it there 

was logic about what she said because at 

competitions the drivers and their ponies 

appear more confident at long-reining than 

those with a riding background. I guess as 

drivers we are used to being behind the horse 

and using our voices and whip as an aid. I was 

delighted to hear that SCDC is doing long-

reining at your Driving Skills Show in April 

and using our new Club Dressage test. The test 

comprises a series of walk movements and is 

designed to help build the confidence of the 

handler and horse in competition, with simple 

movements about the arena. One key point I 

hope you will find helpful is that handlers can 

choose to adopt two-line lunging when 

performing circles, rather than following the 

horse using the long-reining driving position. 

Some handlers prefer to be directly behind the 

horse, whilst others prefer to be behind but 

slightly to the side, which allows them to see  

 

where they are going. The judging of the long-

reining dressage is similar to that of ridden 

dressage and in this test what the judge is 

looking for is an obedient horse that covers the 

ground at the walk in marching time, an 

accurate test and a handler that demonstrates 

confidence in handling the horse in long-reins. 

Your reins should maintain a good contact with 

the horse and never be loose and draping on 

the ground - once you lose your contact your 

horse will drift off the straight line or fall in on 

the circle. Use your whip to encourage your 

horse into a contact. One very important… 

and family members, from holding a stop 

watch in the sun to directing carriages and 

setting them off, it all makes a huge difference. 

Similarly, remember to support our events if 

you aren’t driving. Committing to help with at-

least one event per year means they can go 

ahead without the last-minute scramble to 

find people. Please let the event organiser or a 

committee member know what events you can 

help at this year. 

As we now cover a larger geographical area, it 

would be great if we could also have a few 

regional liaison people. A great opportunity to 

get to know other drivers in your area and 

build up a small social network - making sure 

the club is putting on the right sort of events 

for them. It shouldn’t be too time consuming  

and we just ask that you feed back to the 

committee from time-to-time. If this sounds 

like you let us know! 

New member driving assessments. They are 

important and the rationale behind this is 

simply safety. The insurance underwriters 

need the assurance that we have taken 

reasonable steps to keep events safe. If you 

were assessed in another BC affiliated club 

and can produce evidence to confirm this then 

you don’t need to be assessed again. There are 

a small number of outstanding assessments 

and we will be chasing these up to ensure we 

conform to the insurance guidelines. 

Finally, please remember to check our 

website regularly, we’ll be posting news 

and updates there as well as on Facebook. 

Enjoy your next event and see you soon! 

 

 

https://southerncarriagedriving.com/events/driving-skils-show/
https://southerncarriagedriving.com/events/driving-skils-show/
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Winter Indoor Season Julia Crockford 

The winter season at Sparsholt started in 

November through to March with building 

works at the venue to contend with for the 

first three events, which led to one or two 

difficulties particularly entering the arena via 

the ever-busy horse walker, and strong gusty 

winds not helping with the judges having  

thing is the salute at the end of the test; take 

the reins and whip (if carried) into one hand, 

lower the free hand to the side and nod the 

head, and smile - judges like to see that you 

have enjoyed yourself. Retake your reins 

and leave the arena at a relaxed walk as 

shown on the dressage diagram sheet. 

Download our handbook from our 

website www.long-reininguk.org.uk, it is not 

a terribly long read, and it contains a lot of 

useful information such as what to wear, 

tack, equipment and rules for competitions. 

Also go to the ‘Useful Stuff’ page on the 

LRUK website and download the dressage 

sheets, including a large print sheet for 

callers. You are welcome to join us on 

Facebook (long-reininguk) to keep up-to-

date with events, tips and tricks and all sorts 

of news. 

Good luck everyone and I hope you enjoy 

your long-reining competition – Sandra.

 

 

to brave the elements sitting in the indoor 

school instead of the lovely warm scoring box! 

The competitors spread across six classes:  five 

counting towards the Indoor National 

Championships (Novice Pony, Novice Horse, 

Open Pony (inc Intermediate Pony), Open 

Horse (inc Intermediate Horse) and multiples... 

Phillipa & Lucy Scott 

http://www.long-reininguk.org.uk/
http://www.long-reininguk.org.uk/


 

 
4 

 

 

(a combination of pony pairs, small ponies, 

tandem and teams)) and the SCDC club class.  

The February event was touch and go as the 

Equine Flu outbreak caused quite a few 

withdrawals but with Sparsholt happy for us to 

go ahead the remaining 14 competitors 

enjoyed the day and we were all done and 

dusted and on our way home by 1pm! 

 

The Novice Pony class has been dominated 

throughout the season by team Parker; 

Jeanette Parker and backstepper husband Jim 

with their speedy coloured pony Geronimo, 

they have been foot perfect all season winning 

all five qualifiers and will definitely be ones to 

watch at Keysoe. 

 

The Novice Horse class was won in November 

by Maureen Blakemore, returning to the 

Indoor events after a long break with her 

lovely black horse Jake with Carra Baker 

(driving Sally Fithyan’s horse, Orlando) close in 

2nd. Carra continued to set the pace winning all 

three of the remaining events to win the 

qualification to Keysoe. 

 

The Open Pony Class has been a hotly 

contested class with Lucy Scott, Jackie Hinds, 

Diane Phillips, Claire Hichisson, Sally Kerr, Jo 

Sore and Sue Bushell all vying for the points.  

 
 

Lucy Scott driving her bay Welsh cob Maestro 

won in November with Jackie Hinds driving her 

lovely Norwegien Fjord Morse taking 2nd and 

Diane Phillips (driving Sue Mayes ex tandem 

wheeler Little Joe) taking 4th. December again 

saw Lucy take 1st from Jackie with Diane  

 

finishing in 3rd. In January, Lucy was followed 

into 2nd place by her sister Philippa driving her 

10hh grey pony Alfie when Jackie made an 

uncharacteristic error of course in obstacle 3 

to finish in 6th. February saw Jackie taking the 

win with Sue Bushell driving Ronnie (another 

pony owned by Sue Mayes) 2nd when Lucy 

attacking the obstacles at phenomenal speed, 

overshot a gate and had to make a corrected 

error in Obstacle 2 to drop her into 5th place. 

 

March culminated in another battle to the last 

obstacle with a win this time for Jackie and a 

second for Lucy. Lucy will be our Open Pony 

qualifier with Diane Phillips and Jackie Hinds 

(last year’s Novice Single Pony Champion) our 

Intermediate Pony qualifiers and Philippa 

Scott our Small single pony qualifier.  

 
 

The Open Horse Class has struggled with 

entries this season with only one or two 

entries at each of the events, however this 

does not detract from the sterling 

performances from Jenny and Neil Moon with 

their lovely Palomino cob Jim, winning every 

one of the five events to be a worthy opponent 

at this year’s Championships. 

 

In our mixed multiples class Sue Hobbins 

driving her lovely grey Section A pony pair won 

the class in November before 18-year-old Amy 

Stone, driving her mini 39” pony pair Dan and 

Alfie stormed through the remaining four 

qualifiers to win them all and will go to Keysoe 

as our small pony pair representative. 

A superb season, with plenty of qualifiers 

to cheer on at Keysoe – go team Wessex! 

 

 

 

Lucy Scott 

Jenny & Neil Moon 
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WORD SEARCH: 

FIND THESE 17 

WORDS, THEY 

COULD BE 

WRITTEN 

FORWARDS, 

BACKWARDS OR 

DIAGONALLY. 

BLINKERS 

CANTER  

FETLOCK  

FARRIER 

WHIP 

CARRIAGE 

STALLION 

EQUINE  

BLAZE  

CHESTNUT 

PALOMINO 

HACKNEY 

CONES   

GROOM   

BREACHING 

CONFORMATION 

LONGREINING 

   

Puzzle Patch Event dates: 

April 

6th Cones Training Day 

14th BHS Hants Fun Drive  

18th Indoor Trials Awards 

Ceremony 

22nd Driving Skills Show 

May 

6th World Cup Event 

26th Interval Drive & Cones 

Fun Day 

June 

23rd Sparsholt Woods Trec 

Keep an eye on our 

website and Facebook 

group for additional 

social events and all 

those happening later 

in 2019! 

Indoor Driving 

Sparsholt 2019-20 season 

dates for your diary are: 

20th October 2019 

17th November 2019 

15th December 2019 

26th January 2020 

23rd February 2020 

15th March 2020 

Remember that our social 

events help us raise funds 

towards the Sparsholt 

Indoor fees to ensure we 

can continue to enjoy the 

excellent, newly improved 

facilities they offer. 

 
 

 

SUDOKU: 

PUT THE NUMBERS 1 TO 9 ONCE IN EACH OF THE 9 

INDIVIDUAL 3X3 SQUARES – EACH ROW AND COLUMN OF THE 

MAIN GRID MUST ALSO ONLY CONTAIN THE NUMBERS 1 TO 9.
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Equine Flu – a useful overview 

Equine flu is caused by various strains of the 

influenza virus that affect the upper and lower 

respiratory tract of horses. The virus is similar 

to the flu virus that affects people, but it is not 

identical, so horses cannot be infected by 

human influenza or vice versa. As with the 

human version, equine flu is very contagious. 

With an incubation period of one to five days it 

spreads rapidly. Affected horses should be 

isolated immediately. 

 

Signs of equine flu 

• A very high temperature of 39-41C (103-106F) 

which lasts for one to three days 

• A frequent harsh, dry cough that can last for 

several weeks 

• A clear, watery nasal discharge that may 

become thick and yellow or green 

• Enlarged glands under the lower jaw 

• Clear discharge from the eyes and redness 

around eyes 

• Depression and loss of appetite 

• Filling of the lower limbs    

                                                                                                    
 

If you suspect your horse has equine 

influenza, contact your vet. As soon as a horse 

shows any suspect signs, strict hygiene and 

isolation procedures should be adhered to. 

Illness may last from 2-10 days, but complete 

recovery takes much longer. 

 

Horses that have been in contact with an 

affected animal should be carefully monitored 

and should not attend shows. It is 

recommended that horses on a stable yard 

with an outbreak of equine flu do not leave the 

premises while the outbreak is ongoing. 

 

 

Treatment 

Horses with respiratory infections should be 

given complete rest. It takes 1-2 months for 

the respiratory tract to repair and it is 

important that horses are rested throughout 

this time. 

Good stable ventilation and management is 

essential. Exposure to dust and spores should 

be minimised, it is best to switch to dust-free 

bedding and feed-soaked hay. If weather 

permits, affected horses benefit from being 

turned out for at least part of the day once 

their temperatures have returned to normal.  

Antibiotics have no effect against a virus but 

can be useful to control secondary bacterial 

invasion. Medications to help breathing can 

prove beneficial. 

Prevention 

Vaccination is vital in protecting individual 

animals and preventing the spread of the 

disease, and is compulsory when competing 

under British Horseracing Authority, FEI and 

affiliated governing bodies’ rules in the UK. 

Due to the current outbreak, while SCDC 

events continue to run, there are strict flu 

vaccination requirements to adhere to and 

proof may be required. As standard, all 

visiting horses, ponies and donkeys must 

have had a flu vaccination within the last 

12 months and no less than 7 days before 

the event you are attending – however, 

please check the specific requirements for 

each of our events. 

Please also remember to maintain good 
bio-security and not to approach resident 
horses at our event venues – thank you. 
 
Sources: Liphook Equine Hospital Equine Influenza 
Leaflet and ‘Equine flu: what you need to know’ Horse 
& Hound 7 February, 2019 

https://www.horseandhound.co.uk/author/horseandhound
https://www.horseandhound.co.uk/author/horseandhound
https://www.horseandhound.co.uk/author/horseandhound
https://www.horseandhound.co.uk/author/horseandhound
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Personal Portrait Kim Pritchard 

Hello, I’m Kim and have been around horses 

since my older sister (Jane Scott) started riding 

at 7 years old. Following in her footsteps I was 

a regular at the local stables doing chores for  

 

free lessons and collecting rosettes at 

gymkhana week on my favourite Ben, a 

chestnut Connemara. When we were old 

enough, we became horse owners, learning all 

the lessons along the way with cheeky ponies! 

The cheekiest we had was Topper, our first 

driving pony, who was from a local rescue 

centre. He taught Jane how to drive and taught 

me how to hang on the back! It was great fun, 

taking us from Fenix in Devon, to ‘loose pony’ 

in the Lisa Joyce event lorry park (oops) all the 

way to David Broome’s Event Centre in Wales 

where we became Novice Southern Area 

Champions in 2006. 

Our new SCDC website 

Our brand new SCDC website (+Facebook group) went live in 

January this year www.southerncarriagedriving.com  

The site tells a lovely story of the history of both the South 

Downs Harness Club and White Horse Harness Club on the 

/about-us page and gives prominence to the benefits of 

joining SCDC to ensure our membership continues to grow. 

With our /events visually prominent on the site’s homepage 

and the introduction of online payments through Horse 

Monkey we also hope to make it even easier for people to 

enter and increase entries. The site also has a /news page 

where event reports and other useful content will be posted 

– use the ‘latest posts’ or ‘news categories’ search bars to 

find what you are looking for. Finally, just for you, there is a 

private members area where you can find club newsletters 

and more, to find this page you will have to specifically visit 

www.southerncarriagedriving.com/members-zone 

 

 

Online Entries

 

Member’s Zone 

Southern 

carriage 

driving.com 

/members-zone 

http://www.southerncarriagedriving.com/
http://www.southerncarriagedriving.com/
https://southerncarriagedriving.com/about-us/
https://southerncarriagedriving.com/about-us/
https://southerncarriagedriving.com/events/
https://southerncarriagedriving.com/events/
https://southerncarriagedriving.com/blog/
https://southerncarriagedriving.com/blog/
https://www.southerncarriagedriving.com/members-zone
https://www.southerncarriagedriving.com/members-zone
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Thank you – and keep contributing to your club! 

The club needs your support, so if you have any new content ideas, news, stories or images, 

please let scdc.kim.pritchard@gmail.com know. Also, if you would like to support a local driving 

event or run a social, please contact scdc.kayti.harvey@gmail.com  

Since then, my riding pony Tiffany (no, I didn’t 

give her that name and yes, she’s chestnut!) 

has been getting older with me and has been 

helping us break in several ponies to ride and 

drive – who unfortunately got poorly or just 

didn’t enjoy the driving side of things. 

Fast-forward to today and we have a couple of 

young Hackney nut jobs. Recently we’ve been 

having riding lessons with Caroline Douglas 

and making progress in the carriage, you’ll see 

us at the Driving Skills Show long-reining Ruby 

(yep you guessed it - Chestnut again!) and 

fingers crossed out with the carriage later in 

the year – Sydney is safely at home growing 

(and growing!) as she is still young. 

As well as the horses I’m a big dog fan and 

you’ll spot (or hear) me and my Beagle Rufus a 

mile off – we’re also expecting a little Border 

Terrier brother or sister for him this year (oh 

yes - cute puppy time!) 

My job over the last 11 years has been 

communications based – from recruitment to 

marketing and now Director of a Culture 

 

Consultancy, which gives me plenty of brand 

and digital skills with which to support SCDC – 

so I threw my hand into the air for the 

Marketing & Communications Committee role. 

It’s been a pleasure putting the new club look 

together and building the website, I hope you 

all like it – any feedback or ideas welcome! 

mailto:scdc.kim.pritchard@gmail.com
mailto:scdc.kim.pritchard@gmail.com
mailto:scdc.kayti.harvey@gmail.com
mailto:scdc.kayti.harvey@gmail.com

