
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quick Release 

June 26th 2019: 

• Attelage de Tradition – a NEW 

EVENT coming to West Sussex 

 

• Open Show – an annual classic 

including a lovely Trec 

 

• It’s all for charity – 2x drives on 

some fantastic, usually private 

countryside 

Attelage de Tradition. 

What it is and my story. 
By Caroline Court 

Attelage de Tradition is a warm, welcoming event with 

the main emphasis on competitors using carriages pre 

1945. The event was created by Barron Christian De 

Langlade in France and the events have grown to be 

hosted by more than 14 countries across Europe.  

Attelage brings together the posh of showing, the thrill 

of a marathon and the tradition of cones - all whilst 

looking your absolute best in a vintage vehicle and 

smart dress. A fantastic atmosphere for socialising, 

with time between all the stages to relax, Attelage is… 

Rosemary Neale with Tabe and Helen 

Annema behind at Cuts, France 2013 

**Breaking News** 
SCDC are pleased to announce our very 

first 2-day driving trials will be held on 

24th & 25th August 2019 at Glebe House 

by kind permission of Tony & Jane 

Robinson.   

Glebe House is a great venue for driving 

with a wonderfully flat dressage arena and 

permanent obstacles, including a new 

water splash. Traditionally South Downs 

HC held their Lisa Joyce Memorial Driving 

Trials at the end of the summer, this year 

Glebe House will pick up the mantel. 

For the event to be a success we not only 

need competitors but volunteers too.  We 

politely ask members to recruit friends and 

family to help out, particularly on the 

Sunday for the marathon. We offer a warm 

welcome and lovely site for camping. 

Entries will open in July, for members and 

non-members, keep an eye out on our 

website and Facebook page.   

Our organiser Julia Crockford and her 

team look forward to welcoming you to 

Glebe House! 
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open to horses and ponies of all shapes, sizes 

and concoctions. 

Vehicles pre 1945 are the ideal but replicas are 

allowed, these are marked differently so 

competitors start with a higher penalty - of 

course these can be made up by not incurring 

penalties on the routier, challenges or the 

cones. Vintage carriages can have had 

restoration work done or be in original 

condition. Finally, you do not have to be a 

member of any society to be able to compete, 

yet all competitors must hold their own third-

party liability cover.  

So, this is where my story comes in.  

I have always loved vintage carriages - they are 

just beautiful, and all the different styles have 

always intrigued me.  

Through driving you can make some of the 

very best friends, and having made some, Tabe 

and Helen Annema very kindly invited me to 

be their support to go to compete at CIAT Cuts 

in France. I had no idea what Attelage was 

then, but I had a little read up in my very best 

French (should have paid more attention at 

school) as there was no UK Attelage 

information then in 2013. Off we set at 5am on 

the Thursday into the unknown. I would say 

that many things you try in life are like 

marmite. You either love it or hate.  

I went hunting twice, it terrified me and so I 

knew I hadn’t caught the bug. Now I love 

marmite and I completely fell in love with 

Attelage - I definitely caught that bug instantly. 

There was a fab group of British competitors, 

one of whom I had known distantly in the past. 

In that group we sat one evening and along 

with Caroline Douglas, we had a little 

discussion that an event needed to be created 

in the south of England to get Attelage over to 

the UK. I was full of ideas and had a venue in 

mind, how to do it was the question!  

I came away from Cuts full of beans, my poor 

long-suffering husband got it all, what was her 

new blooming idea now!! 

On a farmer’s wage all these things take time. I 

went to Reading in 2015 with some money 

burning a hole in my pocket and came away 

with a stunning vehicle that would sit in my 

storage container for a further 2 years before 

it saw daylight again. But I was delighted.  

In December 2015 I bought a stunning set of 

patent show harness, it all fitted and I was on 

my way, but it wasn’t until August 2017 that I 

competed in my first UK Attelage at Euston 

Hall in Suffolk.  

Attelage is not all about the winning, it’s the 

combination of competition that makes it such 

fun. Andrew my husband was dubious. All he 

had heard was these people going on about 

what a wonderful event it is, however as soon 

as he had the stopwatch in his hand in 2017 

for the routier and we were behind time on 

the third Km marker, he was telling dear old 

Rio to get on! He became eager to get back in 

the time allowed and told me off for being a 

rubbish driver at the challenges. But it’s fun!!  

In 2018, when the husband offered to… 
Tabe Annema driving the 

cones course at Cuts, France. 
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clean the lamps and the footrest on the 

carriage, that was it, I had fully won him over!  

Now here we are in 2019. Other organisers 

have beaten me to it with organising events to 

put UK Attelage on the map, but what a grand 

job they have done (Glamis Castle, Ashfields, 

Sandringham and Euston). Sadly I can’t make it 

to all the Attelage events in the UK, work and 

money gets in the way, but my entry will be in 

the post to Euston again, with a different 

turnout this year! I told you it was a bug! 

I’ve fully put my thinking hat on and having 

chatted with some customers of Andrew’s 

work and Peter & Trish Lebus who attend 

Euston and also come to Tismans on a 

Wednesday for the Happy Landings Driving for 

the Disabled Group - CIAT Tismans was born.   

I have wanted to tell my story as these things 

take time. A passion sometimes needs time to 

grow in confidence. But the best way to begin 

in these competitions and all competitions is 

to go and help first - dip your toe in the water 

before jumping.  

 

 

CIAT Tismans 3rd & 4th August 
Tismans Farm, Rudgwick, 

West Sussex, RH12 3BL  

By kind permission of Mr & Mrs D. Trafford.  

Visit www.attelagedetradition.co.uk entry 

forms can be found under the Tismans Tab 

 

 

Supporting Tismans 

SCDC are supporting this new event held at a 

venue we use regularly; we are sponsoring the 

arena flowers. 

We would also love our members to volunteer to 

support the event.  

Saturday afternoon stewards - for the 

presentations ahead of 3 judges, writers to write 

the judges’ comments.  

Sunday morning stewards - to be placed out on 

the 14 Km driven route so you’ll get to see all the 

turnouts.  

Sunday afternoon stewards - for the cones 

course - cones widths get set according to the 

carriages, so will need moving and measuring.  

If you would like to steward, please 

Caroline on 07743417915 or email 

caroline_s_court@hotmail.com 

Grooming for Helen in 

2016 at Euston Hall 

Euston Hall 2017, our first Attelage 

with Sondrio 

http://www.attelagedetradition.co.uk/
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Charity Drives 

SCDC are very pleased to be supporting Help for Heroes and The Carriage Foundation with two 

local events in July and August. Not only will you be helping to raise money for these two great 

causes, you’ll be able to access normally unavailable private estates and forestry land. 

Help for Heroes Drive  14th July 

Chilton Estate, Chilton Foliat, Nr Hungerford, Berkshire RG17 0TA 

By kind permission of Sarah Scrope 

A beautiful private country Estate set in the heart of the Berkshire 

countryside, our Charity Drive offers mostly off-road driving of 

approx. 10 – 12 km, or a shortened circuit, on farm tracks, fields, 

headlands and woodlands. 

Bramshill Forest Drive  4th August 

A delightful pleasure drive through the Bramshill Forest, by very kind 

permission of the Forestry Commission, and a great fund-raiser for 

The Carriage Foundation. 

All off-road with one manned road crossing. Approx. 10 miles / 

16km with shortcuts. 

 

For more information and to enter, visit southerncarriagedriving.com/events 

 

 

Special GOLD rosettes to the highest placed SCDC 

members at both the Tismans Open Show and CIAT! 

CIAT Tismans 
3rd & 4th August 

 

Tismans Farm, Rudgwick, 

West Sussex, RH12 3BL  

By kind permission of Mr & Mrs D. Trafford.  

To enter, visit attelagedetradition.co.uk 

Entries close on 8th July 

 

Panache  /  Performance  /  Precision 

Attelage de Tradition 

 

 

Open Show & Trec 
7th July 

 

Tismans Farm, Rudgwick, 

West Sussex, RH12 3BL  

By kind permission of Mr & Mrs D. Trafford.  

To enter, visit southerncarriagedriving.com 

Entries close on 1st July 

 

Multiple show classes and a 6-mile Trec Drive 

with Skills on farm tracks and headlands. 

http://www.southerncarriagedriving.com/events
http://www.attelagedetradition.co.uk/
http://www.southerncarriagedriving.com/events

